The bulk of the literature dealing with child rearing has focused on parent's behavior toward the child. Some studies have used an exj "modeling" concept for teaching and learning aggressive behavior have tended more toward experimental testing of hypotheses (Bam 1967, 1973; Mischel 1973). Other studies have relied on descriptive including some self-report surveys (Sears et al. 1957). The latter sti tend to focus on personality characteristics that are assumed to be d< oped through early parent-child relations.
As previously indicated, a common theme in this literature is thi chotomy of internal versus external controls on the child's behavior. L nalization of controls is accomplished by "induction" of feelings of , or shame through some form of love withdrawal; the anxiety th; thereby produced in the child can be activated without the presence o punishing agent. In contrast, a child who is continually subjected to ous physical punishment in the absence of induction techniques is mi "sensitized" to external controls, and the resulting anxiety is activ primarily by the presence of the punishers (Aronfreed 1969).
From the perspective of family intervention for rehabilitative purp< this view of parental discipline has several deficiencies. There are im tant cultural variations in the use and meaning of the two kinds of t niques. The kind of systematic bias in describing parental techniques resulted in erroneous assertions of significant social class differe (Kohn 1969) is even more likely in dealing with cultural variation. T is, as yet, no reliable scientific basis for projecting family interver strategies that can cope adequately with cultural variation in parents' of disciplinary techniques. The simple modeling paradigm is useful ii treme cases of physical punishment, but such cases are unlikely t amenable to family intervention. This deficiency is particularly unf< nate in our view because much of a child's learning about the legitir and instrumental uses of violence is embedded in complex distind within cultural norms. Cultural transmission is a powerful socializing cess and could be a valuable aid in resocializing strategies if better un stood.